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Alexa, who is the POB JFK HS student 
that Amazon will be recruiting to help 
them understand the impact you have 
on social interactions?  Alexa says: Why 
it’s senior Daniel Vieira who was just 
named a Regeneron Student Talent 
Search Scholar for 2018.  Each scholar, 
selected from 1,818 entrants, receives a 
$2,000 award with an additional 
$2,000 going to his or her respective 
school. The 40 finalists chosen to 
compete in Washington, D.C. in March 
will be announced on January 23 to 
compete for $1.8M in additional 
awards, including the top award of 
$250,000. 
  

Daniel’s research project title is: A Novel 
Study on Social Comparison Processes and 
the Pratfall Effect in the Human-Robot 
Interaction (HRI) Domain.  The purpose of 
his study was to determine whether social 
comparison processes and the pratfall effect 
exist in the human-robot interaction (HRI) 
domain.  With an increasing number of robots 
being deployed in human social spaces such 
as homes, workplaces and urban 
environments, humans will be interacting 
with robots at a much higher frequency.   
Because superior robots are predicted to 

outperform and displace humans in many sectors of life within the next half-century, Danny 
sought to attain novel insight into the potential adverse effects associated with such a future. 
The study suggests that a mass implementation of artificial intelligence may be detrimental, 
because humans are likely to develop inferior self-concepts. 
   
Daniel’s research is compelling, timely, and socially relevant. As a student in both the POBJFK 
Social Science Research Program as well as the AP Capstone Program, Danny has taken such 
courses as Advanced Placement Seminar, Advanced Placement Research, Advanced Placement 
Psychology and Social Science Research Lab. Through each of these classes, Danny’s keen 
research and analytical skills were further refined. 
  
Mr.  Tesar, Social Science Research Coordinator, describes Danny as “one of his most dedicated 
and impressive student researchers”.  Alexa says: Daniel will lead the way in informing Amazon 
on the next generation robots. We all agree with Alexa and share our pride is his 
accomplishment.  

 


